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Early Years Policy – Administration of Medication
Attachment 2 - Administration of Paracetamol
There may be times when a child develops a fever and/or becomes unwell while at the service. It is advisable in the first instance to contact the parent/carer to discuss any concerns about the health status of the child, and taking a precautionary approach, request the parent/carer collect their child from the service as soon as possible. 
If a child has any of the following symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) outlined below, however mild, they should get tested and must remain at home until they receive their results:
fever
chills or sweats
cough
sore throat
shortness of breath
runny nose
loss of sense of smell and taste
	in certain circumstances headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea may also be considered.
If a staff member is unsure whether a child is unwell, a trained staff member could take the temperature of the child, where appropriate, to support decision making. Gloves should be worn for the purpose of taking a temperature.
While the service is waiting for the child who may be experiencing compatible symptoms with COVID-19 to be collected by the parent/guardian, staff will use precautionary measures, such as:
	isolate the unwell child in an appropriate space with suitable supervision 
	encourage the intake of fluids, to keep the child cool, comfortable and well hydrated
	practice hand hygiene, physical distancing and, where possible, utilise a face mask
	face masks should not be used in situations where a child is unable to safely or practically tolerate a mask (e.g. a child with complex medical needs, including existing respiratory needs, and younger children)
	follow the cleaning protocols of your COVID Safe Plan to ensure the area the child was waiting is disinfected.
Children with persistent symptoms due to underlying conditions, such as hay fever or asthma, whose symptoms are clearly typical of their condition can continue to attend the service. Parents should consider getting a medical certificate from their GP to attend the service if they have persistent symptoms that may overlap with symptoms of COVID-19, such as cough or runny nose.
If a child requires paracetamol and has returned a COVID negative result, families will be required to provide written and signed consent for the administration paracetamol.
If parents/guardians request that educators/staff administer paracetamol, educators/staff should:
administer only to a child who has a temperature above 38.5°C and is in discomfort or pain
	administer only one dose of paracetamol in any instance and ensure that the child has not had any other medicine containing paracetamol in the last four hours
	use preparations that contain paracetamol only, not a ‘cold and flu’ or combined preparation
	use only single doses, disposable droppers or applicators and only use once per child
	be aware that there are numerous dose forms and concentrations in paracetamol for children and administer the most appropriate concentration and dose for the child who is being administered the paracetamol.
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