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1.
PRAYER:


7.00pm
The Mayor read the prayer

2.         PRESENT:


Cr Jennifer Anderson (Mayor)

West Ward

Cr Henry Bleeck

East Ward


Cr Natasha Gayfer

East Ward


Cr Bill West

East Ward


Cr Mandi Mees

South Ward


Cr Helen Radnedge

South Ward


Cr Andrew Twaits (Arrived 7.04 pm)
South Ward


Cr Roger Jukes

West Ward


Cr Janet Pearce

West Ward


In Attendance:

Mr Peter Johnston
Chief Executive Officer


Mr Shane Power
Acting Director Assets and Operations


Mr John Hausler
Director Corporate Services


Ms Karen Stevens
Director Community Wellbeing


Ms Sophie Segafredo
Director Planning and Environment

Mr Rick Traficante
Manager Planning & Development


Mr Rod Clough 
Manager Recreation & Sport 

Mr Stephen Mahon
Manager Council and Customer Services

3.
APOLOGIES:



Nil
4.
DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

Cr Radnedge declared an indirect conflict of interest in Item PE.3 Application for Planning Permit PLN 2005/569 due to a conflicting duty created by her previous employment by Mitre 10 the business next to the subject site.
Cr Gayfer declared an indirect conflict of interest in Items CX.1 Hanging Rock Strategic Advisory Committee and CX.2 Hanging Rock Precinct Masterplan due to her ownership of property in close proximity to the Hanging Rock Reserve and the potential impact on her residential amenity.
5.
MAYOR’S REPORT:

The Mayor took the opportunity to highlight a few happenings around the shire during the last month and what councillors have been attending in their representative roles.

· Listening Posts
Thanks everyone for coming to talk to your ward Councillors and give feedback at the listening posts hosted around the shire during March and April.

· Learning about Ecologically Sustainable Design

On 23rd March MAV hosted a free session in Melbourne about embedding sustainability practices in both planning, procurement and asset management. Cr Radnedge, Pearce, Gayfer and myself, along with officers attended. Some great sharing of ideas.

· Kyneton hosts the District fire brigade games 

How much fun was it to see young and old competing on our beautifully prepared oval in Kyneton Cr Jukes, Cr Pearce and myself were glad to attend and assist in the opening and awarding of prizes. Well done Kyneton for hosting a successful event.

· Woodend Winter Arts Festival Launch
Cr Pearce and I attended a concert at Duneira where we were entertained by The Idea Of North, an ARIA winning a Capella ensemble, followed by the festival launch. Another diverse line up with something for everyone, and an ongoing success story run almost entirely by volunteers.

· Calder Highway Improvement Committee
The Calder Highway Improvement Committee met last month. It continues to focus on road safety and road maintenance improvements along this vital corridor. VicRoads and many different local councils continue to work on the priorities and solutions to improve the Calder Highway. 
· Thanking residents for their volunteer work looking after our Senior Citizens Housing

I had the pleasure of having morning tea with council staff and residents who had looked after our Senior citizens homes in Gisborne, Lancefield and Romsey, until the hand over to Wintringham, a private care provider, a necessary step in order to be able to obtain state and federal government funding. More great volunteer work.

· Gold Award
Macedon Ranges Shire Council was one of only two local governments in Australia recognised with a gold award in recognition of it being a Mental Health First Aid Skilled Workplace.  The award has been achieved by training more than 20 per cent of full-time employees in mental health first aid – A great effort from all involved.

· Discover Historic Kyneton
On the evening of March 30th, Cr. Radnedge and I attended at The Kyneton Mechanics Institute the launch of the publication of “Discover Historic Kyneton”. This has been many years in the making by a core group of dedicated volunteers. The book can be purchased for $15 at the Visitor Information Centre, Aesop’s Attic, the Museum, Historical Society, Collins News agency or Country Habit. 

· Friends of Kyneton Botanic Gardens Garden Ramble

Sunday 2nd April saw a fine weather day for over 200 people, locally, statewide and interstate take part in viewing 6 open gardens and a picnic Local lunch at Barkley Square.in This is its 5th year gaining more recognition and success each time and organised by more of our hard working volunteers.

· Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Central Victoria

Another volunteer led organisation with a wide variety of cultural and artistic interests, excursions and lectures. I attended their supper prior to their lecture in the Kyneton Town Hall on 6th April to learn about some of the activities they undertake. They are always keen on new members, especially younger ones.

· Woodend Rotary 30th Charter Anniversary Dinner

Also on the evening of Thursday 6th April I attended a dinner at Macedon Wine Room to celebrate 30 years since the Woodend Charter of Rotary was formed. I was lucky enough to hear Susan Alberti again, who always has inspirational speeches. Well done Woodend Rotary, a great way to celebrate.

· Household Efficiency Workshop

On 8 April residents of Macedon Ranges were invited to find out how to save water and energy at a free household efficiency workshop in Woodend.  The workshop provided information on how to retrofit homes, household carbon and ecological footprints, and examples of energy and water efficient homes. Look out for future similar events, or subscribe to usually environmental e-news.

· Management of Visitor Influx during Autumn
From 8 April Council is trialling new measures to manage traffic in and around Macedon and Mount Macedon as visitors flock to the area to view the spectacular display of autumn colours.  Over the past 12 months Council officers have been working closely with local authorities and the community to address some issues as a result of the significant increase in the number of visitors.  The new trial measures include temporary parking restrictions, no stopping zones, and reduced speed limits. Public toilets will also be cleaned more frequently and additional street bins will be provided.  Officers will continue to work with the community to get the balance right for residents and visitors for current and future seasons.
· Baby Makes 3
First time parents in Macedon Ranges Shire are being offered a free, healthy relationships program as part of the Maternal and Child Health Service.  The Baby Makes 3 program seeks to promote equal and respectful relationships between men and women to ensure healthy, long-lasting relationships following the transition to parenthood.

· Community presentations to Council

This month we had a presentation from Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group discussing climate change and the potential for Council to work in collaboration with them in a Revolving Energy Fund. All community presentations provide Councillors with valuable information about what community groups have been doing and how we can better work with and support them in their endeavours. Most are run by volunteers, and we appreciate the time and effort they put into their presentation that they give to us.

· Citizenship Ceremony
On 11 April, joined by Cr. Bleeck and MP Mary Anne Thomas, I had the pleasure of officiating at our newly refurbished Kyneton Town Hall where 18 residents made a formal pledge to become Australian citizens. 

· State Government Funding Announcements for businesses in the Shire
It was wonderful to share the announcement attended by MP Minister for Health Jill Hennessy of $9.7 million for refurbishment for Cobaw community health on 29th March and the Premier’s announcement on 12 April whereby the State Government will invest $1.5 million to expand Woodend’s Holgate Brewery. 

· Council and Emergencies Direction Paper
Council has welcomed the opportunity to provide feedback on a paper prepared by Local Government Victoria around the role of councils and emergencies. Councillors Radnedge and Pearce as well as Council officers have participated in consultation sessions and workshops about clarifying the role of local government in emergency management. As a shire that has experienced a number of significant emergencies in the last few years, clarifying the role that we play alongside other emergency services and agencies is vitally important so we are able to support our community before, during and after emergencies. Our feedback includes the need to ensure that any model the government proposes is appropriate for the various levels of capacity and capability across local government in Victoria and that local government is adequately resourced to carry out these roles.
· Healthy Waterways
Cr Radnedge, along with council officers and local environment representatives, attended a Healthy Waterways Project workshop run by Melbourne Water. The project will be a collaboration between authorities, community groups and government to improve and protect the health of our waterways and catchments.
· Airfield
The Kyneton Airfield Advisory Committee (which includes community, Councillors and officers) met to review the scope of a noise study with aviation specialists. The noise study will investigate noise level projections at the airfield into the future. 
The Kyneton Airshow, marking 50 years of the airfield's existence, was hosted on 23 April attracting aviation's top aerobatic talent and many visitors to our shire. A careers expo was held to inspire young people into becoming a career pilot or engineer. All proceeds raised from the airshow go to Rotary to be invested into local community projects.

· Malmsbury Turkish friendship lunch

It was my pleasure to attend the 3rd year of this event, arranged by locals. The food and entertainment was magnificent, and gave us all time to reflect on what has gone on in Turkley in the past as well as today.

· Anzac Day Services 
Together with large crowds, Councillors attended the various commemorative ceremonies and services in the shire on Anzac Day to remember all of those who served and died in wars, conflicts and peacekeeping operations.


It was moved by Cr Jukes seconded by Cr Bleeck that the Mayors Report be received.
CARRIED

6.

PETITIONS



Nil

7.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES


Ordinary Council Meeting: 
Wednesday 22 March 2017
The Manager Council & Customer Services advised that he wished to amend the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on the 22 March 2017 in relation to Notice of Motion 23 / 2016-2017 as follows. Delete the Opening of the Closed Meeting and recording of the decision made by Council in the closed meeting on page 35
And as a footnote to the minutes record the following 

Footnote to Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes

Subsequent to this meeting and in accordance with the resolution made by Council in its closed meeting in relation to Notice of Motion 23 / 2016 -2017 the decision made by Council in the closed meeting was made public viz

It was moved by Cr Anderson seconded by Cr Mees 

A. That Council:

1. Notes that the Chief Executive Officer's existing employment expires in January 2018;

2. Resolves to advertise the Chief Executive Officer position in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act;

3. Resolves to appoint a suitably qualified recruitment consultant to assist with all relevant aspects of the Chief Executive Officer appointment process, including preparation of a position description, shortlisting and interviewing of candidates and negotiation of employment conditions;

4. Resolves to form an advisory committee comprising of Councillor Anderson, Councillor Twaits, Councillor Jukes and Councillor Pearce to:
a) oversee the appointment process, conduct initial interviews with shortlisted candidates and make recommendations to Council; and

b) appoint an independent third party to observe the process (including interviews and meetings of the advisory committee) and provide a final report to Council after the conclusion of the process regarding probity matters.
B. That this resolution be made public at a time agreed with the Chief Executive Officer or at the time Council commences the advertising for a recruitment consultant whichever is the sooner. 

Officer Recommendation:

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of the Macedon Ranges Shire Council held on Wednesday 22 March 2017 as circulated and amended above be confirmed.

It was moved by Cr Bleeck seconded by Cr Pearce that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 
CARRIED

8.
RECORD OF ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCILLORS – APRIL 2017
1. Summary / Purpose

The purpose of this report is to provide the record of any assembly of Councillors, which has been held since the last Council Meeting, so that it can be recorded in the minutes of the formal Council Meeting.

2. Policy Context

An amendment to the Local Government Act 1989, which came into effect on 24 September 2010 requires the record of any assembly of Councillors to be reported to the next practicable Council Meeting and recorded in the minutes (Refer Local Government and Planning Legislation Amendment Act 2010 – No. 58 of 2010 – Section 17).

3. Background Information

The Local Government Act provides a definition of an assembly of Councillors where conflicts of interest must be disclosed.

A meeting will be an assembly of Councillors if it considers matters that are likely to be the subject of a Council decision, or the exercise of a Council delegation and the meeting is:

1. A planned or scheduled meeting that includes at least half the Councillors (5) and a member of Council staff; or

2. Is an Advisory Committee of the Council where one or more Councillors are present.

Note:  Advisory Committee means any committee established by the Council, other than a special committee, that provides advice to (a) the Council, or (b) a special committee, or (c) a member of Council staff who has been delegated a power, duty or function of the Council under Section 98. 

Note: Only matters that are the subject of discussion and consideration at an Assembly will be listed. Incidental updates and information on matters will not be recorded.

This requirement for reporting provides increased transparency and the opportunity for Councillors to check the record, particularly the declarations of conflict of interest.

4. Report

Outlined below are the details of assemblies of Councillors held since the last meeting. 

	1. 
	Date / Time
	Type of Assembly

	22 March 2017 10.30am 
	Councillor Briefing

	Venue
	Gisborne Administration Centre 

	Present – Councillors
	 Bleeck, Gayfer, West, Radnedge, Twaits, Anderson, Jukes and Pearce

	Present – Officers
	Peter Johnston, Dale Thornton, John Hausler, Karen Stevens, Sophie Segafredo, Stephen Mahon, Matt Irving, Leon den Dryver, Kylie Lethbridge, Bridgette O’Brien, Shane Power, Rick Traficante, Johann Du Preez and Philip Schier 

	Items Discussed
	Special Charge Scheme policy

Gisborne Amphitheatre 

Councillor Budget Workshop No. 2

Councillor Items / Officer Updates

Review of Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 

	Conflicts of Interest declared by Councillors and record of them leaving the meeting when the matter about which they declared the conflict of interest was discussed.
	Cr Anderson declared a direct conflict of interest in the Planning Permit Item at 129 High Street, Woodend on the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda due to her ownership of property in the vicinity of the subject site.

Did they leave the assembly?  Yes

	Conflicts of Interest declared by officers 
	Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A


	2. 
	Date / Time
	Type of Assembly

	23 March 2017 7.30pm 
	Kyneton Airfield Advisory Committee 

	Venue
	Kyneton Mechanics Institute 

	Present – Councillors
	West, Mees and Jukes

	Present – Officers
	Shane Power and Leonie Brownbill

	Items Discussed
	Kyneton Airfield ANEF

Aero Club Operations Plan 

	Conflicts of Interest declared by Councillors and record of them leaving the meeting when the matter about which they declared the conflict of interest was discussed.
	 Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A

	Conflicts of Interest declared by officers 
	Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A


	3. 
	Date / Time
	Type of Assembly

	28 March 2017 9.00am 
	Gisborne Neighbourhood Character Study Working Group

	Venue
	Gisborne Administration Centre

	Present – Councillors
	Radnedge

	Present – Officers
	Suzane Becker, Gareth Hately and Johann DuPreez

	Items Discussed
	Gisborne Neighbourhood Character Study

	Conflicts of Interest declared by Councillors and record of them leaving the meeting when the matter about which they declared the conflict of interest was discussed.
	Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A

	Conflicts of Interest declared by officers 
	Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A


	4. 
	Date / Time
	Type of Assembly

	29 March 2017 9.00am
	Kyneton South Strategic Framework Plan Working Group 

	Venue
	Gisborne Administration Centre

	Present – Councillors
	Anderson, Jukes and Pearce

	Present – Officers
	Suzane Becker and Gareth Hately

	Items Discussed
	Feedback from Service Agencies on Draft Strategic Framework Plan Working Group

	Conflicts of Interest declared by Councillors and record of them leaving the meeting when the matter about which they declared the conflict of interest was discussed.
	 Nil

Did they leave the assembly? N/A

	Conflicts of Interest declared by officers 
	Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A


	5.
	Date / Time
	Type of Assembly

	29 March 2017 11.00am 
	Councillor Briefing 

	Venue
	Gisborne Administration Centre

	Present – Councillors
	Gayfer, Radnedge, Anderson, Twaits, Pearce

West (arrived 11.15am)

Bleeck (arrived 11.20am)

	Present – Officers
	Peter Johnston, Sophie Segafredo, Karen Stevens, John Hausler, Michelle Wyatt, Silvana Predebon, Rick Traficante, Kylie Lethbridge, Dale Thornton, Suzane Becker, Gareth Hately, Kerry Haby and Stephen Mahon

	Items Discussed
	Retirement Village Proposal Presentation 

Climate Change Action Plan

Presentation by NBN Co & Ericsson

Planning Matters 

· 372 Baringo Road, New Gisborne

· 1 Duffy Street, Woodend 

· Woodend Retirement Village Development

· Lomandra Estate, Romsey

· Bushfire BMO Overlay

Councillor/Officer Items Update

· Procurement Policy

· Feedback from Hanging Rock Strategic Advisory

   Committee Meeting

Council Plan and Budget Discussion 

	Conflicts of Interest declared by Councillors and record of them leaving the meeting when the matter about which they declared the conflict of interest was discussed.
	Cr Gayfer declared a direct conflict of interest in the item on the Feedback from the Hanging Rock Strategic Advisory Committee due to her ownership of property in close proximity to the Hanging Rock Reserve
Did they leave the assembly?  Cr Gayfer – Yes



	Conflicts of Interest declared by officers 
	Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A

 


	6. 
	Date / Time
	Type of Assembly

	5 April 2017 11.00am 
	Councillor Briefing 

	Venue
	Gisborne Administration Centre

	Present – Councillors
	Gayfer, West, Radnedge, Twaits, Jukes, Pearce

Anderson (arrived at 11.15am)

	Present – Officers
	Peter Johnston, Karen Stevens, Dale Thornton, Kerry Haby, Leanne Manton, Elon McCormick, Sophie Segafredo and Stephen Mahon

	Items Discussed
	Draft Council Plan discussions

Councillor Items/Officer Updates 

	Conflicts of Interest declared by Councillors and record of them leaving the meeting when the matter about which they declared the conflict of interest was discussed.
	 Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A



	Conflicts of Interest declared by officers 
	Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A


	7. 
	Date / Time
	Type of Assembly

	12 April 2017 8.00am 
	Councillor Briefing

	Venue
	Gisborne Administration Centre

	Present – Councillors
	Bleeck, West, Radnedge, Twaits, Anderson, Jukes, Pearce

Gayfer (arrived 8.10am)

	Present – Officers
	Peter Johnston, Dale Thornton, Karen Stevens, Sophie Segafredo, John Hausler, Stephen Mahon, Rick Traficante, Suzane Becker, Silvana Predebon, Shane Power and Gareth Hately

	Items Discussed
	Planning Presentation by John Rantino, Maddocks

Presentation and discussion with Daniel Young MLC, Member for Northern Victoria

Presentation by Macedon Ranges Sustainability Group

Presentation by Central Victorian Greenhouse Alliance

Macedon Ranges Planning Advisory Committee report – Overview of Recommendations and Next Steps Presentation by DELWP

Planning Matters

· 609 Toobarac Road, Lancefield

· 4 Gordon Court, Romsey

· 43 Chintin Road, Monegeetta 

Small Community Grants – Gisborne Rotary Club

Kyneton South Strategic Framework Plan 

Woodend Pony Club 

Councillor Items/Officer Updates

- Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda Items

- Malmsbury Green Waste

- Crown Land Classifications 

- Delegates Report

	Conflicts of Interest declared by Councillors and record of them leaving the meeting when the matter about which they declared the conflict of interest was discussed.
	Cr Bleeck declared an indirect conflict of interest in the planning matter at 43 Chintin Road, Monegeetta due to a conflicting duty created by his employment at the Defence Department’s Monegeetta Proving Ground.

Cr Twaits declared an indirect conflict of interest in the small community grant matter due to a conflicting duty created by his membership of the Gisborne Rotary Club.

Did they leave the assembly?  Cr Bleeck – Yes

                                                 Cr Twaits – Yes 

	Conflicts of Interest declared by officers 
	Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A


	8. 
	Date / Time
	Type of Assembly

	19 April 2017 11.00am 
	Councillor Briefing

	Venue
	Gisborne Administration Centre

	Present – Councillors
	West, Radnedge, Anderson, Pearce

Gayfer (Arrived 11.15am)

Jukes (Arrived 11.25am)

Twaits (Arrived 12.25pm) 

Mees (Arrived 2.25pm)

Bleeck (Arrived 3.00pm)

	Present – Officers
	Peter Johnston, Dale Thornton, Karen Stevens, Shane Power, Stephen Mahon, John Hausler, Sophie Segafredo, Rod Clough, Suzane Becker, Gareth Hately and Rick Traficante

	Items Discussed
	Drainage 

Loddon Mallee Joint Waste Procurement 

Councils & Emergencies Directions Paper Submission

Environmental & Sustainable Procurement Practices

Council Meeting Agenda Items/Questions/Discussion

Councillor Items/Officer Update

· Delegates Report

· Signage

Crown Land Categories Discussion with DELWP

Planning Matters (Part 1) including Plan Melbourne 

Planning Matter (Part 2)

· Woodend Retirement Village Development

· Aldi Gisborne 45-51 Aitken, Street Gisborne

· Murphy Street, Romsey

· Booths Lane, Woodend

· Duffy Street, Woodend 

	Conflicts of Interest declared by Councillors and record of them leaving the meeting when the matter about which they declared the conflict of interest was discussed.
	Cr Gayfer declared a direct conflict of interest in the item in the Ordinary Council Meeting on the draft Hanging Rock Masterplan due to her ownership of property in close proximity to the Hanging Rock Reserve.

Cr Radnedge declared a direct conflict of interest in the Planning Item 45-51 Aitken Street, Gisborne due to a conflicting duty created by her previous employment by Mitre 10 the business next to the subject site.
Did they leave the assembly?  Cr Gayfer –Yes

                                                  Cr Radnedge – Yes

	Conflicts of Interest declared by officers 
	Nil

Did they leave the assembly?  N/A



Officer Recommendation:

That Council endorse the record of assemblies of Councillors as outlined in this report.
It was moved by Cr Twaits seconded by Cr Mees that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED

Suspension of Standing Orders 

7.19 pm It was moved by Cr Jukes seconded by Cr Mees that standing orders be suspended to allow submitters to address Council.











    CARRIED

9.
DEPUTATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS TO COUNCIL

Item

Submitters 

PE.1

One

PE.2

Two
Declaration of Conflict of Interest 

7.49 pm Cr Radnedge declared an indirect conflict of interest in Item PE.3 Application for Planning Permit PLN 2005/569 due to a conflicting duty created by her previous employment by Mitre 10 the business next to the subject site and left the Council Chamber prior to the submitter addressing the Council.
PE.3

One
8.02 pm Cr Radnedge returned to the meeting

Public Questions 

Name 

Russell Mowatt

Question
Re – Council Plan 2013-17 Year four page 21 reads ‘ Guided by the Leisure Strategy Plan advocate for funding support from other levels of government towards the provision of sporting infrastructure throughout the shire, including the provision of new sports ovals in New Gisborne, subject to external funding’ Have the new Councillors requested the CEO to write to our Local State MP Mary-Anne Thomas, MP Rob Mitchell and their respective governments seeking funding for the new sport ovals in New Gisborne?
Response 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that Councillors and Council Officers have been liaising with potential sporting user groups and our State and Federal members are very familiar with the proposed project and Council is currently coordinating its continued pursuit of external funding opportunities particularly in relation to the upcoming State Government election in 2018
Name 

Russell Mowatt

Question
Re – Council Plan 2013-17 Year four page 21 reads ‘ Advocate for funding support from other levels of government towards the provision of the stage 2 upgrade of the Saunders Road and Station Road intersection in New Gisborne’. Have the new Councillors requested the CEO to write to our local MP Mary –Anne Thomas and the State Government seeking funding for the above upgrade for Saunders Road and Station Road Intersection in New Gisborne.
Response 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that Councillors and Council Officers have been lobbying appropriate State Government representatives and we hope funding is allocated in the upcoming may State budget
Resumption of Standing Orders 

8.05 pm It was moved by Cr Jukes seconded by Cr Twaits that standing orders be resumed.

CARRIED

10.
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT REPORTS:


Report No:  
Report Title: 


PE.1

Application for Planning Permit PLN/2005/569 – 

Endorsement of new plans for the use and development of land for the purpose of a retirement village and removal of vegetation at Mount Macedon Road, Woodend

Synopsis:

The subject land has an extensive history revolving around its planned development for a retirement village. The land remains a predominately vacant parcel of land, except for earthworks which have taken place on the land creating the main /central waterway and drainage retention pond for the ultimate development of the land. The land is located on the eastern edge of the Woodend Township between the township boundary and the Calder Freeway reservation. Land immediately west and surrounding the subject site has been progressively developed for residential purposes (eastward expansion of Woodend Township) since the initial issuing of the permit in 2007. 

The planning permit for the development has been extended a number of times for various reasons and remains valid until 21st July 2019.

The original proponent for the development is no longer able to complete the development and has accordingly entered into arrangements to pass on the land and development to a company who specialize in the construction, development and running of retirement villages (GemLife Pty Ltd). 

GemLife Pty Ltd have committed to undertake the development generally in accordance with the approved permit and endorsed management and environmental plans. They have proposed amendments to the plans for council’s consideration. The have also requested that Council consider a further extension of time to the permit to enable them to deliver the project considering that they are just coming on board.

In this instance there are two related but separate considerations for Council:

(a) Consideration and endorsement of a new set of plans for the development. Limited primarily to the layout of the development, the form/external finishes of the proposed buildings and the number of buildings (lesser number). Consideration of the amended plans is undertaken as secondary consent allowed under the existing permit.

(b) Consideration of a further extension of time in order to complete the development. The applicants seek 6 years from the approval of the new endorsed plans. 

The proposed changes to the endorsed plans for the development and the further extension of time to the permit are considered to be appropriate, in that it is consistent with the relevant provisions of the State and Local Planning Policy Frameworks which encourage residential aged care facilities and health facilities close to town centres and towns which have good levels of community infrastructure. Woodend is such a town.

The changes to the plans make many improvements to the layout of the site, improve the look of the new buildings and dwellings in form and external appearance, ensure designs enable aging in place, increases open space and vegetation retention above approved development, and ensures that the central open space and eastern open space areas remain accessible to wildlife and of an open nature for visual benefits. The operators of the retirement village bring with them specialized experience, tested model of retirement village living, in place agreements for specialized care and services for residents to ensure aging in place remains a clear objective. 

The applicable planning controls affecting the site have in essence remained unchanged, albeit that town has continued to grow towards the subject land, since the issue of the planning permit for the development in 2007. This is considered beneficial in consideration of the current requests to endorse a new set of plans and extend the planning permit. We say this on the basis that the original approval was issued by VCAT affirming the Councils position to issue a planning permit for the development and supporting the location of the site on the edge of the Woodend Township. The proposal before Council further improves the layout of the site, reflects current trends towards aged care housing, and provides for greater separation between buildings and greater open space than the current endorsed development plans active for this land.

Given the above, it is recommended that this application be supported.


Officer Recommendation:

That Council resolve to:

(a) Endorse all plans submitted by GemLife Pty Ltd to form part of Planning Permit PLN/2005/569.
(b) That Council resolve to further extend the completion date of Planning Permit PLN/2005/569 for a period of 4 years beyond the current completion date of 21st July 2019. Therefore extending the completion date for the development until 21st July 2023.
It was moved by Cr Jukes seconded by Cr Bleeck that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 
The motion was put and carried.

Cr Jukes requested a division 

For – Cr’s Jukes, Mees, Twaits, Bleeck, Gayfer, West and Pearce (7)

Against – Cr’s Radnedge and Anderson (2)
CARRIED


Report No:  
Report Title: 


PE.2

Application for Planning Permit PLN/2013/349/A – 

Amendment to increase subdivision to three (3) lots – 12 Morrow Road East, New Gisborne

Synopsis:


The subject site is located on the northern side of Morrow Road East, approximately 1 km northeast of the Gisborne Township and located on the lower reaches of the southern slope of Magnet Hill (eastern side of the Calder Freeway).


The subject site is occupied by a single dwelling and measures 2.03 hectares in area (rectangular in shape).  The site falls gently to the southeast; is cleared of significant vegetation apart from exotic trees and shrubs near the existing dwelling.


The immediate area to the north and east are zoned Low Density Residential and exhibit an established low density residential character in a landscaped garden setting with lot sizes varying from 0.5 to 2 hectares. Surrounding allotments are predominantly developed with single dwellings and associated outbuildings generally set back well from road frontages and side boundaries. Land immediately to the west is in Rural Living Zone (RLZ2) with similar lots sizes to the subject land, being approximately 2 hectares in area.

The application proposes to amend an existing permit for a 2 lot subdivision of the land into 2 lots of 1.27ha and 0.7574 ha; into a 3 lot subdivision with lots of 6030m2, 6747m2 and 7570m2 (containing the existing dwelling).


Each of the vacant lots will contain building envelopes and effluent disposal envelopes supporting the future provision of a single dwelling on each lot.


The application was advertised and 3 objections were received from adjacent property owners. The grounds of objection covered the following issues:

· Stormwater drainage and effluent containment issues,

· Issues relating to traffic, 

· Potential complaints about objector’s dogs from future owners of lot 2.

· Lifestyle issues (more neighbours, privacy, noise)

The proposal is considered appropriate for the following reasons:

· The proposal has been amended to address issues relating to effluent disposal and advice has been received from the Environmental Health Unit that the proposal is considered to be satisfactory in respect of this issue.

· Other issues raised by objectors are considered to be adequately addressed via permit conditions.

· The proposal will create 2 additional residential opportunities in an area of the town where policy encourages such uses, without significant adverse impacts on either the locality or neighbours.

· The relatively low profile of the land will ensure that landscape impacts of the additional dwellings will be minimised.

· The proposal ensures ample setbacks for building envelopes and effluent disposal fields which will limit impact on adjoining land.

· The subdivision is considered environmentally sustainable and no native vegetation removal is required.

· The subdivision complies with minimum lot sizes of 6000m2 under the Schedule to the LDRZ for this area.

· The proposal meets the requirements of SPPF, LPPF, other local planning policies and zoning. 

· It is considered that the decision guidelines of Clause 65 have been satisfied.

· The orderly planning of the area will be maintained.


Officer Recommendation:


That Council issue a  Notice of Decision to Grant an Amended Planning Permit  to increase the existing two (2) lot subdivision to three (3) lots for the land at CA M  Section 34  TP 523282H P/Gisborne, 12 Morrow Road East NEW GISBORNE subject to the conditions below.

Conditions to be included on Planning Permit

Amended Plans

1. Before the plan of subdivision is certified under the Subdivision Act 1988, three copies of amended plans to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible Authority.  When approved, the plans will be endorsed and will then form part of this permit.  The plans must be generally in accordance with the plan dated 19/7/13 and amended 31/3/16, Ref No 9708 submitted with the application, but modified to show:

a) Relocation/realignment of the entry to Lot 2 to minimise the potential for loss of trees near the frontage of the land due to the construction of the driveway.

b) The provision of a 3m wide drainage easement in favour of Macedon Ranges Shire Council for the full length of the western boundary of lot 2.

2. The subdivision allowed by this permit and shown on the plans endorsed to accompany the permit shall not be amended for any reason unless with the prior written consent of the Responsible Authority.

3. Before the plan of subdivision is certified under the Subdivision Act 1988, three copies of landscape plan to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible Authority. When approved, the plan will be endorsed and will then form part of this permit. The plan must show:

a) The area along the northern and western property boundaries of Lot 1 and the northern and western boundaries of Lot 2 landscaped with appropriate species to provide screening.

b) The landscape areas must be at least 4m in width and be planted with a staggered planting scheme consisting of canopy and under storey plants.

c) A planting schedule of all proposed trees, shrubs and ground covers, including botanical names, common names, pot sizes, sizes at maturity, and quantities of each plant.

d) Timing of planting.

e) Maintenance schedule.

f) All species must be to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.
Section 173 Agreement
4. Before the plan of subdivision is certified under the Subdivision Act 1988, the owner of the lot must enter into an agreement with the Responsible Authority in accordance with Section 173 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. The agreement must provide an undertaking that:

a) No buildings and works shall be constructed outside the building envelopes of Lot 1 and Lot 2 as shown on the endorsed plans to Planning Permit PLN/2013/349A unless with the prior written consent of the Responsible Authority. 
b) Prior to the occupation, dwellings on proposed Lots 1 & 2 shall be fitted with a package wastewater treatment plant or a system equivalent to the 20/30 standard for BOD and Suspended Solids. The septic tank  system shall be designed and located in accordance to the amended LCA with report number 36002A – Version 3, and shall be approved, operated, maintained and replaced where necessary to the satisfaction of Council’s Environmental Health Officer.  

c) All effluent treatment shall be carried out within the effluent disposal envelope shown on the endorsed plans to Planning Permit PLN/2013/349A and in accordance with the endorsed Land Capability Assessment, unless with the prior written consent of the Responsible Authority.
d) Prior to a dwelling on Lot 1 and 2 being occupied, the landscape works shown on the endorsed plans must be carried out, completed and thereafter maintained to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.

e) Provides for the ongoing maintenance and function of the approved detention basin located within Lot 2 to the requirements and satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.

Prior to a Statement of Compliance being issued:

a) Application must be made to the Registrar of Titles to register the Section 173 Agreement on the title to the land under Section 181 of the same Act.
b) The owner/s must pay all costs (including Council’s costs) associated with the preparation, execution, registration and (if later sought) cancellation of the Section 173 Agreement.

Development Contribution

5. Before the issue of a Statement of Compliance for the subdivision under the Subdivision Act 1988, a development contribution of $410.35 per additional allotment must be paid to the Responsible Authority in accordance with the Gisborne Development Contributions Plan, July 2013. Prior to payment of the contribution, the amount payable will be adjusted on 1 July each year in accordance with Schedule 2 of Clause 45.06 of the Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme.

Open Space Contribution

6. Prior to the issuing of the Statement of Compliance, the owner must pay to Council a 5% cash-in-lieu open space contribution in respect to all of the land in the subdivision for that stage pursuant to Section 18 of the Subdivision Act 1988.

7. The owner of the land must enter into agreements with the relevant authorities for the provision of water supply, drainage, sewerage facilities, electricity, gas, and telecommunication services to each lot shown on the endorsed plan in accordance with the authority’s requirements and relevant legislation at the time.

8. All existing and proposed easements and sites for existing or required utility services and roads on the land must be set aside in the plan of subdivision submitted for certification in favour of the relevant authority for which the easement or site is to be created.

9. The plan of subdivision submitted for certification under the Subdivision Act 1988 must be referred to the relevant authority in accordance with Section 8 of that Act.

MRSC Engineering Conditions 

10. Before the plan of subdivision is certified under the Subdivision Act 1988, Engineering Plans must be submitted to and approved by Responsible Authority including payment of plan checking and supervision fees. The plans must include: 

a) All necessary computations and supporting design documentation for any structure, civil and drainage infrastructure and geotechnical investigation report. 

b) Details of any cut and fill earthworks. 

c) New vehicle crossing for Lot 1 and Lot 2. Crossings are to be a minimum of 10.0m from any intersection, 1.0m from any power pole, sign or service pit and an absolute minimum of 3.0m from any street tree. 

d) Provision for all services and conduits (underground) including alignments and offsets.

e) Details to upgrade the existing culvert crossing to Lot 3 to improve hydraulic capacity.
f) Details to upgrade the existing table drain in Morrow Road East along the full frontage of the subdivision to improve hydraulic capacity.
g) Details of a swale drain along the full length of the western boundary of Lot 2 to protect the land from external overland flows. The swale drain must be contained within a minimum 3m wide drainage easement and be directed into the detention system.
h) Details of a detention system in Lot 2 to limit post-development discharges to pre-development levels for the subdivision and external catchments.
Prior to issue of a Statement of Compliance, all works shown on the approved Engineering Plans must be constructed or carried out all to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.

11. Prior to any development works being undertaken, an ‘Asset Protection Permit’ must be obtained from Council for any of the following: 

a) Works within Council road reserves or on Council assets including crossover construction; 

b) Construction access into a building site from a Council road with a motor vehicle having a gross weight exceeding two tonnes. 

12. The subdivision is to be constructed in accordance with Macedon Ranges Shire Council’s Policy Engineering Requirements for Infrastructure Construction (June 2010). 

13. The applicant/owner shall restrict sediment discharges from any construction sites within the property in accordance with Construction Techniques for Sediment Pollution Control (EPA 1991) and Environmental Guidelines for Major Construction Sites (EPA 1995). 

MRSC Health Conditions

14. Prior to the Certification of the Plan of Subdivision the existing septic tank system on proposed Lot 3 shall be repaired to the satisfaction of Council’s Environmental Health Officer.

Powercor Conditions

15. The plan of subdivision submitted for certification under the Subdivision Act 1988 shall be referred to Powercor Australia Ltd in accordance with Section 8 of that Act. 

16. The applicant shall:- 

· Provide an electricity supply to all lots in the subdivision in accordance with Powercor’s requirements and standards, including the extension, augmentation or re-arrangement of any existing electricity supply system, as required by Powercor. 

· Where buildings or other installations exist on the land to be subdivided and are connected to the electricity supply, they shall be brought into compliance with the Service and Installation Rules issued by the Victorian Electricity Supply Industry. You shall arrange compliance through a Registered Electrical Contractor and provide to Powercor Australia Ltd a completed Electrical Safety Certificate in accordance with Electricity Safe Victoria’s Electrical Safety System. 

· The applicant shall provide to Powercor Australia Ltd, a copy of the version of the plan of subdivision submitted for certification, which shows any amendments which have been required. 

· Any buildings must comply with the clearances required by the Electricity Safety (Installations) Regulations. 

· Any construction work must comply with Energy Safe Victoria’s “No Go Zone” rules. 

Melbourne Water Conditions

17. Pollution and sediment laden runoff shall not be discharged directly or indirectly into Melbourne Water's drains or watercourses.

18. Prior to Certification, the Plan of Subdivision must be referred to Melbourne Water, in accordance with Section 8 of the Subdivision Act 1988.

Western Water Conditions

19. Payment of new customer contributions for each lot created by the development, such amount being determined by Western Water at the time of payment. 

20. Provision of reticulated water and associated construction works to each allotment, at the developer's expense and to the satisfaction of Western Water. 

21. Any existing water service which crosses any of the proposed allotment boundaries within the proposed development must be disconnected and relocated at the developer's expense, to be wholly within one allotment only and to the satisfaction of Western Water. 

22. The operator under this permit shall be obliged to enter into an Agreement with Western Water relating to the design and construction of any water works required. The form of such Agreement shall be to the satisfaction of Western Water. The owner/applicant shall make a written request to Western Water for the terms and conditions of the agreement.

Telecommunications Services and Facilities Conditions

23. The owner of the land must enter into an agreement with:

a) a telecommunications network or service provider for the provision of telecommunication services to each lot shown on the endorsed plan in accordance with the provider’s requirements and relevant legislation at the time; and

b) a suitably qualified person for the provision of fibre ready telecommunication facilities to each lot shown on the endorsed plan in accordance with any industry specifications or any standards set by the Australian Communications and Media Authority, unless the applicant can demonstrate that the land is in an area where the National Broadband Network will not be provided by optical fibre.

24. Before the issue of a Statement of Compliance for any stage of the subdivision under the Subdivision Act 1988, the owner of the land must provide written confirmation from:

a) a telecommunications network or service provider that all lots are connected to or are ready for connection to telecommunications services in accordance with the provider’s requirements and relevant legislation at the time; and

b) a suitably qualified person that fibre ready telecommunication facilities have been provided in accordance with any industry specifications or any standards set by the Australian Communications and Media Authority, unless the applicant can demonstrate that the land is in an area where the National Broadband Network will not be provided by optical fibre.

Expiry

25. This permit will expire if one of the following circumstances applies:

a) The plan of subdivision is not certified within two years of the date of this permit.

b) The plan of subdivision is not registered at Land Registry within five years of the certification of the subdivision.

In accordance with Section 69 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 an application may be submitted to the Responsible Authority for an extension of the periods referred to in this condition.

Permit Notes:

· Future owners of the land must be made aware of the existence of this permit.

· Prior to any works commencing an ‘Asset Protection Permit’ may be required from Council’s Engineering, Infrastructure and Project Unit.

· The applicant/owner must restrict sediment discharges from any construction sites within the property in accordance with the Construction Techniques for Sediment Pollution Control (EPA 1991) and Environmental Guidelines for Major Construction Sites (EPA 1995).

· A separate permit must be obtained from Council's Environmental Health Department prior to installation or upgrading of wastewater treatment systems.

It was moved by Cr Jukes seconded by Cr Bleeck that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 
The motion was put and lost


LOST
It was moved by Cr Anderson seconded by Cr Radnedge 
That Council resolve to issue a notice of refusal to an Amended Planning Permit application to increase the existing two (2) lot subdivision to three (3) lots for the land at CA M  Section 34  TP 523282H P/Gisborne, 12 Morrow Road East NEW GISBORNE, on the following grounds:

1. The amended subdivision proposal fails to comply with the following clauses of the State Planning Policy Framework and Local Planning Policy Framework of the Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme in terms of neighbourhood character, protecting and enhancing landscape values and protecting key elements of Gisborne and New Gisborne’s character.:

a) Clause 12.04-2 – Landscapes

b) Clause 15.01-3 – Neighbourhood and Subdivision Design

c) Clause 15.01-5 – Cultural Identity and Neighbourhood Character

d) Clause 21.05-2 – Significant Environments and Landscapes

e) Clause 21.08-3 – Built Environment

f) Clause 21.13-1 – Gisborne and New Gisborne

2. The amended subdivision proposal is not consistent with the decision guidelines of Clause 32.03 Low Density Residential Zone in regards to the protection and enhancement of the natural environment and character of the area.

3. The narrow width of proposed Lot 2 is out of character with the area and offers a poor transition between the Low Density and Rural Living Zones, which is further magnified given the proximity of Magnet Hill, identified as a key element of Gisborne and new Gisborne’s character.

4. The size of proposed lot 1, once the battle axe is excluded in the overall calculation of the allotments, is below the minimum subdivision size of .6 hectares for the schedule to the Low density residential zone for this location.

5. The proposal is contrary to the decision guidelines of Clause 65 as it does not allow for the proper and orderly planning of the area as the proposal does not adequately provide an amended subdivision proposal that is sympathetic to the surrounding character of the area, and creates a land locked lot that requires an urban style battle axe to access it which is out of keeping with the surrounding development.

CARRIED

Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
9.03 pm Cr Radnedge declared an indirect conflict of interest in Item PE.3 Application for Planning Permit PLN 2005/569 due to a conflicting duty created by her previous employment by Mitre 10 the business next to the subject site and left the Council Chamber prior to the Council commencing its determination on the matter.

Report No:  
Report Title: 


PE.3

Application for Planning Permit PLN/2016/241 – 

Development of a supermarket, development and use of a public car park, display of advertising signage, use of land for a licenced premises and alteration of access to road zone category 1 at 45-51 Aitken Street, Gisborne

Synopsis:


The application site includes 45-51 Aitken Street, which comprises the current Mitre 10 store, and the two (2) adjoining sites to the north (being a dwelling and a vacant site, which Council has entered into an agreement to sell to Aldi).  The site has an area of approximately 6,674 square metres.

In summary, the application includes the following:

· Removal of all existing buildings and vegetation on site.

· Development of a 1654m² supermarket building, on the north side of the site.

· Development of a car park containing 105 spaces on the south side of the site.  This will also be a public car park.

· Establishment of advertising signage, including three 4.8m² building signs (one of each elevation of the building), one 5m high pole sign (at entrance to site) and one 21m² panel sign on the front elevation.

· Creation of a new access from Aitken Street and associated changes to the existing service roads on the east side of Aitken Street.

· Re-marking of existing on-street parking spaces within the service lane (no loss of overall parking space numbers).

· Removal and replacement of existing street trees.

· Licensing of premises to allow for sale of liquor.

The application was referred to the following referral authorities:

· VicRoads

· Victoria Police

· EPA

· Western Water

· Melbourne Water

· MRSC Engineering

· MRSC Economic Development

· MRSC Operations

· MRSC Environmental Health

· MRSC Parks and Gardens

No objections were received.

The application was advertised to adjoining owners/occupiers and a public notice was erected on the subject land for a period of fourteen (14).  Fourteen (14) objections were received, relating to:

· Adverse traffic impacts. 

· Demise of local businesses. 

· Too many supermarkets. 

· Against the sale of Council land and at a poor price. 

· Pedestrian link required between Aldi and the Council Public Open Space Reserve.  

· Not a public car park, but an Aldi car park.


As Council is selling part of the land to the proponent, is was considered by Officers prudent to engage the services of a planning consultant to provide an independent perspective on the proposal, by firstly providing an initial assessment, and once all further information had been submitted, along with advertising and referrals completed, provide a peer review report for the proposal.  This report which has been included as an attachment to this report, offers support of the proposal subject to thirteen (13) recommendations which will be discussed further in the body of this report. 


Given the findings of the peer review, referral responses and consideration of the objections received, the proposal is considered appropriate for the following reasons:

· The exterior building colours of grey and brown tones are considered sympathetic to the rural village feel of Gisborne

· The 105 car parking spaces to be provided are well in excess of the planning scheme requirement of 83 (5 spaces per each 100sqm) for this supermarket development.  Thus allowing an additional twenty two (22) spaces for public parking.
· The proposal maintains the most significant streets trees in Aitken Street.  New street tree planting positions have been created and Aldi will be required to plant these to Council’s satisfaction.
· VicRoads are satisfied with ingress and egress for the site and have not raised any traffic concerns.
· Council’s Engineering Unit have not raised any concerns in regards to traffic, the car parking layout, loading and unloading, or storm water drainage.
· Appropriate landscaping opportunities are proposed for the site that will make the proposal more sympathetic to the rural village feel once the landscaping matures.
· In regards to the objections, the sale of Council land falls under a separate process removed from this planning application, whilst competition is not a planning reason to refuse an application.


The main sticking point for Officers has been the proponent’s unwillingness to provide a pedestrian access from the eastern boundary of the site to Council’s Public Open Space Reserve, which Melbourne Water is also encouraging.  Therefore, originally, Officers were of the view that the application should be refused on such a ground, as previously conveyed to Councillors. However, in more recent discussions with the proponent, they have agreed to provide such a link, Officers would require that the retaining wall and link to be generally in accordance with the Type B Retaining Wall Image shown in their submitted plans which forms part of the attachments to this report.  Officers are now comfortable to support the application, provided amended plans are submitted that shows such an access point as indicated in their plans.


In light of the above, the application should be supported.  

The Manager Planning and Development introduced the report and advised Council of a minor change to the Officer Recommendation 1(a) as follows;
a) Provisions of appropriate pedestrian links and trolley returns west and east of the central car park access way to service customers utilising the southern portion of the car park, in accordance with AustRoad Guidelines 2017 – Guide to Traffic Management Part II: Parking.

This change is reflected in the Officer Recommendation below.

Officer Recommendation:


That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit for the Development of a supermarket, development and use of a public car park, display of advertising signage, use of land for a licensed premises and alteration of access to Road Zone Category 1 for the land at Lot 2, LP 84787 (Title Vol. 8787 Fol. 491), Lot 3, LP 84787 (Title Vol. 8787 Fol. 492), Lot 4 PS 402075 (Title Vol. 11362 Fol. 318 and Lot 5, PS 402075 (Title Vol. 11362 Fol. 319), 45-51 Aitken Street, Gisborne, subject to the following conditions:

1. Before the development commences, three copies of amended plans to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible Authority.  When approved, the plans will be endorsed and will then form part of this permit.  The plans must be generally in accordance with the plans of November 2016 and prepared by Architecture Q but modified to show:
a) Provisions of appropriate pedestrian links west and east of the central car park access way to service customers utilising the southern portion of the car park, in accordance with AustRoad Guidelines 2017 – Guide to Traffic Management Part II: Parking.
b) An additional verandah form along the entire length of the Aitken Street building frontage (west elevation) to a width of 2.5m, to match the proposed verandah form along the building’s southern elevation.
c) Stairs provided from the car park to Council’s Public Open Space Reserve.  Such access should occur near car parking space 69 and must be generally in accordance with the Type B Retaining Wall Image shown on the submitted plans TP06 Revision B.  Stairs to be designed to comply with relevant standards to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 
d) Staff car parking space designated and all other on site car parking spaces restricted to a maximum of two hours.
e) Amendments required by Western Water conditions.

2. Before the development commences, three copies of an amended landscape plan to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible Authority.  When approved, the plan will be endorsed and will then form part of this permit.  The landscaping plan must be generally in accordance with the landscape plan of November 2016 prepared by Architecture Q.  The plan must show:

a) Modifications as required by Condition 1.

b) The two new street trees to be Quercus Palustris – Pin Oak and meet the following additional requirements:

· Tree supply size of 100L.

· A Council Representative to be present prior to the installation to approve final locations and supervise planting.

· Tree planting detail to be provided and to include a minimum 600mm diameter Greenwell Watersaver and three hardwood stakes

3. The development as shown on the endorsed plans must not be altered unless with the prior written consent of the Responsible Authority.

4. Prior to the occupation of the development, lots Lot 2, LP 84787 (Title Vol. 8787 Fol. 491), Lot 3, LP 84787 (Title Vol. 8787 Fol. 492) and Lot 5, PS 402075 (Title Vol. 11362 Fol. 319) as covered by this permit must be consolidated to make one allotment under the Subdivision Act 1988, to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.
5. Prior to the occupation of the development, a development contribution of $15.45 (as at July 2013) per 100sqm of gross leasable floor area must be paid to the Responsible Authority in accordance with the Gisborne Development Contributions Plan, July 2013. Prior to payment of the contribution, the amount payable will be adjusted on 1 July each year in accordance with Schedule 2 of Clause 45.06 of the Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme.
6. Prior to the commencement of any works, the owner/s of the lots must enter into an agreement with the Responsible Authority in accordance with Section 173 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987.  The agreement must provide that:
a)   To ensure public access (vehicular and pedestrian) is guaranteed across the proposed on site car park at all times in favour of the Macedon Ranges Shire Council.
b)   An agreed management regime for the ongoing pedestrian use of the stairs and gate to the Council Public Open Space Reserve. This will require Aldi to construct the stairs and gate to Council requirements to thereafter be maintained by Council.  Aldi must maintain access to the car park from the stairs at all times.
Prior to the occupation of the development:

a) Application must be made to the Registrar of Titles to register the Section 173 Agreement on the title to the land under Section 181 of the same Act.

b)  The owner/s must pay all costs (including Council’s costs) associated with the preparation, execution, registration and (if later sought) cancellation of the Section 173 Agreement.

7. Unless with the prior written consent of the Responsible Authority, before the occupation of the development, the following must be undertaken to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority:

a)  The landscaping works shown on the endorsed plans must be carried out, completed and thereafter maintained to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.

b)  The pedestrian stairs from the car park to the Council Public Open Space Reserve as shown on the endorsed plans must be constructed and completed to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

8. Only those trees marked “tree to be removed” on the endorsed plans are permitted to be removed or destroyed, to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.

9. The development hereby permitted must be managed so that the amenity of the area is not detrimentally affected, through the:

a) Transport of materials, good or commodities to or from the land;

b) Appearance of any building, works or materials;

c) Emissions of noise, artificial light, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke, vapour, steam, soot, ash, dust, waste water, waste products, grit or oil;

d) Presence of vermin.

10. All external lighting must be designed, baffled and located so as to prevent adverse effect on adjoining land, to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.

11. Goods must not be stored or left exposed outside the building so as to be visible from any public road or thoroughfare, to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.

12. The loading and unloading of goods from vehicles, and the delivery of goods to and from the premises, must, at all time, be carried out entirely within the site and be conducted so as to not disrupt the circulation and parking of vehicles on the land, to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.
Engineering and Major Projects

13. Prior to the commencement of works, an “Asset Protection Permit” must be obtained from Council for any of the following circumstances:
a)  
Entering a building site by means of a motor vehicle having a gross weight exceeding two tonnes.

b)  
Occupying a road for works.

c)  
Connecting any land to a stormwater drain.

d)  
Opening, altering or repairing a road.

e)  
Opening, altering or repairing a drain.

f)  
Accessing a building site from a point other than a crossover.

14. Prior to the commencement of works, a Construction Management Plan must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible Authority. The management plan must show:
a) 
Measures to control erosion and sediment and sediment laden water runoff including the design details of structures.
b)  
Dust control.
c)  
Where any construction wastes, equipment, machinery and/or earth is to be stored/stockpiled during construction.
d)  
Where access to the site for construction vehicle traffic will occur.
e)  
The location of any temporary buildings or yards.
Development works on the land must be undertaken in accordance with the endorsed Construction Management Plan to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.

15. Prior to the commencement of use, the development is to be provided with a drainage system to a design approved by the Responsible Authority and such that:
a)  
The development as a whole is provided with legal point of discharge approved by the Responsible Authority and any other statutory authority from which approval must be received for the discharge of drainage.

b)  
All outfall drains required to the legal point of discharge and which pass through lands other than those within the boundaries of the development must be constructed at no cost to the Responsible Authority.

c)  
Stormwater runoff from all buildings, tanks and paved areas must be drained to a legal point of discharge.

Detailed construction plans for the above works must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible Authority including payment of plan checking and supervision fees.

16. Prior to the commencement of use, the areas set aside for the parking of vehicles and access driveways as shown on the endorsed plans must be:
a) 
Constructed in concrete or asphalt to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.

b) 
Properly formed to such levels that they can be used in accordance with the plans.

c)  
Drained and maintained.

d)  
Line marked to indicate each car space and all access lanes.

e) 
Clearly marked to show the direction of traffic along access lanes and driveways.

Car spaces, access lanes and driveways must be kept available for these purposes at all times.  

17. Prior to the commencement of use, the following ‘as-constructed’ documentation for road, drainage and public open space assets must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible Authority:
a)  
As-constructed drawings in hardcopy A3 format that include all alterations made during construction.

b)  
As-constructed drawings in AutoCAD (2000) and Acrobat PDF formats that include all alterations made during construction.

c)  
Asset information in digital format and in the form of a schedule of quantities.

18. The development is to be constructed in accordance with Macedon Ranges Shire Council’s Policy Engineering Requirements for Infrastructure Construction (June 2010).
19. No polluted and/or sediment laden run-off is to be discharged directly or indirectly into drains or watercourses. Soil erosion control measures must be employed throughout the development works in accordance with Construction Techniques for Sediment Pollution Control (EPA 1991) and Environmental Guidelines for Major Construction Sites (EPA 1995) to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.
VicRoads

20. Prior to the development hereby approved by this permit comes into use: 
a)  
Detailed design plans must be submitted to and approved by the Roads Corporation. The plans must be drawn to scale with dimensions and copies must be provided to the Roads Corporation. 

The plans must be generally in accordance with the approved functional layout (Drawing Number 16038112, Dated 18 October 2016) with the following inclusions: 

i. A pavement arrow at the entry to the one-way service road and immediately north of the proposed Aldi crossover on the one-way service road; 

ii. A cut-thru for pedestrians shown in the line marking on the Aldi crossover; and 

iii. All footpath alterations to be DDA compliant. 

b)  
Upon the approval of detailed design stage layout, a ‘Detailed Design Stage’ Road Safety Audit (RSA) must be submitted to the Roads Corporation for approval. The RSA must be undertaken by an independent VicRoads pre-qualified audit team and be conducted in accordance with AustRoads – Guide to Road Safety Part 6 – Road Safety Audit (2009). 

When the detailed engineering layouts are approved, an additional copy must be submitted to the Roads Corporation. The detailed engineering plans for roadworks must be amended to address any issue raised in the Road Safety Audit to the satisfaction of the Roads Corporation and the Responsible Authority prior to the approval of the plans.

c)  
The following roadworks must be completed to the satisfaction of and at no cost to the Roads Corporation:

i. 
The reconstruction of the one-way service road; 

ii. 
The alteration of the; 

· Shared path; 

· Crossover to 19 Hamilton Street (the Telegraph Hotel); 

· Line marking for the car parks. 

iii. 
Trimming or removal of the street tree north of the crossover to 19 Hamilton Street. 

iv. 
The installation of all signs; 

v. 
Extension of the central median on the Gisborne-Melton Road (Aitken Street). 

vi. 
The removal of the three crossovers made redundant by the proposal and the reinstatement of the kerb and channel. 

Melbourne Water

21. Perimeter fencing may be erected along the eastern boundary of number 49 and 51 Aitken Street if it is visually permeable, to encourage an open public connection and site lines with the waterway reserve.
22. Pollution and sediment laden runoff shall not be discharged directly or indirectly into Melbourne Water's drains or waterways.
23. Prior to the commencement of works separate application, direct to Melbourne Water, must be made for any new or modified storm water connection to Melbourne Water's drains or watercourses. Prior to accepting an application, evidence must be provided demonstrating that Council considers that it is not feasible to connect to the local drainage system.
24. Prior to commencement of works, a Site Environmental Management Plan (SEMP) must be submitted to Melbourne Water for approval. The SEMP must include a site map detailing the location and design of all measures to mitigate impact on the South Gisborne Drain during construction (e.g. sediment and pollution control):
· Silt fencing and sediment control

· Access tracks

· Spoil stockpiling

· Machinery/Plant locations
· Exclusion fencing around native vegetation/ habitat.
Western Water

25. Any unused sewer connection point and water tapping must be cut and sealed at the developer's expense and to the satisfaction of Western Water.
26. All sewer manholes must be raised to finished surface level and where located within a trafficable area have its cover replaced with a heavy duty manhole cover.
27. No trees must be planted within the sewerage easement without Western Water’s prior written consent.
28. The owner of the land must enter into a Buildover Agreement with Western Water relating to the design and construction of any buildings, works or plantings within one metre of a Western Water asset. The owner shall make a written request to Western Water for the terms and conditions of the agreement.
29. The operator under this permit shall be obliged to enter into an Agreement with Western Water relating to the design and construction of any sewerage or water works required. The form of such Agreement shall be to the satisfaction of Western Water. The owner/applicant shall make a written request to Western Water for the terms and conditions of the agreement.

Expiry

30. This permit will expire if one of the following circumstances applies:

a) The development is not commenced within two years of the date of this permit.

b) The development is not completed within four years of the date of this permit.

c) The use is not commenced within two years of the completion of the development.

The Responsible Authority may extend the periods referred to if a request is made in writing before the permit expires, or within six months afterwards.

31. This permit expires 15 years from the date of issue for all signage.

Permit Notes:

· Separate consent for works within the road reserve and the specifications of these works is required under the Road Management Act. Please contact VicRoads prior to the commencement of works on the arterial road reserve. 
· Future owners of the land must be made aware of the existence of this permit.

It was moved by Cr Twaits seconded by Cr Bleeck that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 


CARRIED

9.09 pm Cr Radnedge returned to the meeting 
The Mayor advised that Items CW. 1 and CW.2 would be brought forward and dealt with at this point in the meeting.

Report No:
Report Title:


CW.1

Woodend Pony Club proposed indoor arena

Synopsis:
The Woodend Pony Club (WPC) have been approached by a local resident offering a donation of a large 64m x 30m indoor arena valued at approximately $300,000 to provide all weather cover for use of an existing ménage at the Woodend Racecourse Reserve.  

WPC support the proposal and have approached Council for approval. Council has undertaken a community consultation process including notifying local residents to ascertain views. There are a range of views both supporting and opposing the proposal.

Given that there is club and a degree of community support for the proposal, that recreation activities will be enhanced particularly for females, that the site has a history of formal equestrian use and structures and that the project comes at no significant cost to Council it is recommended that, subject to a range of conditions, the proposal be supported by Council.

Officer Recommendation:

That Council approve the Woodend Pony Club’s (WPC) indoor arena project to proceed, subject to the following conditions:
1. Final building designs being submitted and approved by Council’s Building/Projects Department.

2. The indoor arena to be constructed with colours that are harmonious to the area, have muted tones and are non-reflective and are approved by Council’s Planning Department.

3. Determination from Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation of any requirements prior to work commencing, and meeting those requirements if any are nominated.

4. If needed seeking exemption from the Minister for Local Government to proceed with the project without the need for public tender.

5. Acquisition of a building permit and associated requirements.

6. Development and implementation by the WPC of a landscape plan/ beautification plan for the surrounding area to the satisfaction of Council’s Planning and Parks Departments.

7. No construction costs to be incurred by Council, which includes any unforeseen events/contingencies.

8. The development and signing of a Crown Land Lease (in accordance with the relevant legislation) between Council and the WPC prior to any construction works commencing to include the following conditions:

a. Length of tenure to be no greater than 21 years, subject to negotiation.

b. Definition of hours of usage.

c. Maintenance being the responsibility of WPC, including the structure being maintained to Council’s satisfaction.

d. Ensuring access by other equestrian users and the general community for events suitable to the venue and its location.

e. Agreement that the WPC develop a financial plan for the continued upgrade and maintenance of the facility.

f. Payment to Council of a bond of $20,000 to cover additional costs/ contingency. The club will be required to provide additional funds if needed or any funds unused from the bond will be returned to the club on completion of the project.

It was moved by Cr Pearce seconded by Cr Mees 
That Council approve the Woodend Pony Club’s (WPC) indoor arena project to proceed, subject to the following conditions:
1.   Final building designs being submitted and approved by Council’s
      Building/Projects Department.

2. The indoor arena to be constructed with colours that are harmonious to the area, have muted tones and are non-reflective and are approved by Council’s Planning Department.

3. Determination from Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation of any requirements prior to work commencing, and meeting those requirements if any are nominated.

4. Should Council be the project manager, Councils procurement policy and obligations under the Local Government Act to conduct a public tender be complied with.

5. Acquisition of a building permit and associated requirements.

6. Development and implementation by the WPC of a landscape plan/ beautification plan for the surrounding area to the satisfaction of Council’s Planning and Parks Departments.

7. No construction costs to be incurred by Council, which includes any unforeseen events/contingencies.

8. The development and signing of a Crown Land Lease (in accordance with the relevant legislation) between Council and the WPC prior to any construction works commencing to include the following conditions:

a. Length of tenure to be 9 years, subject to negotiation.

b. Definition of hours of usage.

c. Maintenance being the responsibility of WPC, including the structure being maintained to Council’s satisfaction.

d. Ensuring access by other equestrian users and the general community for events suitable to the venue and its location.

e. Agreement that the WPC develop a financial plan for the continued upgrade and maintenance of the facility.

f. Payment to Council of a bond of $20,000 to cover additional costs/ contingency. The club will be required to provide additional funds if needed or any funds unused from the bond will be returned to the club on completion of the project.

The motion was put and lost

Cr Anderson requested a division 

For – Cr’s Pearce, Mees, Radnedge and Gayfer (4)

Against – Cr’s Jukes, Twaits, Bleeck, West and Anderson (5)
LOST
It was moved by Cr Jukes seconded by Cr Twaits that the Officer Recommendation be adopted.
CARRIED

Report No:  
Report Title: 


CW.2

Amphitheatre proposal

Synopsis:
The GREAT Association is seeking approval to fund and construct an amphitheatre in the John Aitken Reserve in Gisborne.
Council appreciates the efforts of its many voluntary community groups such as GREAT to provide services and facilities to the community. This proposal to develop an amphitheatre for general community use will activate consideration of the location selected. 

Council officers have considered a range of factors in assessing the proposed amphitheatre and in particular where the project sits within the overall priorities of the general community, Council’s strategic planning processes and the resources and funding required. 


Officer Recommendation:
That Council 

1. Formally thank the GREAT Association for their proposal to fund and build an amphitheatre in Gisborne and acknowledge the important role and support GREAT provides to the Gisborne community.  

2. Refer the proposed amphitheatre proposal to future strategic planning processes being the proposed Arts and Culture Strategy should it be funded in 2017/18.

3. Advise GREAT that should it wish to pursue the project prior to that the following conditions apply:

a. The site should be that outlined as Site C in this report being adjacent to the current adventure playground at the north end of Brantome Street.

b. The project should have a full feasibility undertaken to the satisfaction of Council with quantity surveyor costings, site and concept plans, services investigations, cultural heritage implications and broad community consultation (to be guided by Councils consultation matrix).

c. The project should not seek to access funding provided via Council through State or Federal funding programs.
d. That Council considers and approves the resulting final project proposal.
It was moved by Cr Radnedge seconded by Cr Twaits
That Council 

1 Formally thank the GREAT Association for their proposal to fund and build an amphitheatre in Gisborne and acknowledge the important role and support GREAT provides to the Gisborne community.
2 Refer the proposed amphitheatre proposal to future strategic planning processes being the proposed Arts and Culture Strategy should it be funded in 2017/18.

3 Advise GREAT that should it wish to pursue the project prior to that the following conditions apply:

a) The site should be that outlined as Site C in this report being adjacent to the current adventure playground at the north end of Brantome Street.

b) The project should have a full feasibility undertaken to the satisfaction of Council with quantity surveyor costings, site and concept plans, services investigations, cultural heritage implications and broad community consultation (to be guided by Councils consultation matrix).

c) The project should not seek to access funding provided via Council through State or Federal funding programs.
d) That Council considers the resulting final project proposal at a future Ordinary Council Meeting.
CARRIED

Declaration of Conflict of Interest 

9.31 pm Cr Gayfer declared an indirect conflict of interest in the following Items CX.1 Hanging Rock Strategic Advisory Committee and CX.2 Hanging Rock Precinct Masterplan due to her ownership of property in close proximity to the Hanging Rock Reserve and the potential impact on her residential amenity and left the Council Chamber prior to the Council commencing its determination on these matters.
11.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORTS:


Report No:
Report Title:



CX.1
Hanging Rock Strategic Advisory Committee – Report to 

Council from meeting on 27 March 2017

Synopsis:
The Hanging Rock Strategic Advisory Committee (HRSAC) is an Advisory Committee of the Macedon Ranges Shire Council. It was established by resolution of Council on 27 July 2016 to provide advice to Council in its capacity as the Committee of Management of the Hanging Rock Reserve, a State Government asset under the Crown Lands (Reserves) Act 1978. 

The charter and membership of the HRSAC was confirmed by resolution of Council on 23 November 2016.  The minutes of all HRSAC meetings incorporating any recommendations to Council from the HRSAC will be formally presented to the next available Ordinary Council Meeting. Any such recommendations shall be presented to Council with a Council Management comment.

            Officer Recommendation:

That the unendorsed minutes of the Hanging Rock Strategic Advisory Committee meeting of 27 March 2017 be noted and Council accept the recommendation of the Hanging Rock Strategic Advisory Committee. 

It was moved by Cr Radnedge seconded by Cr Jukes that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 
CARRIED


Report No:
Report Title:


CX.2

Hanging Rock Precinct Masterplan – Masterplan options for 

consultation
Synopsis: 
The preparation of a draft masterplan for the Hanging Rock Precinct is one of a number of actions and projects that Council has been undertaking in collaboration with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). 

The project commenced in June 2016 with the development of a Vision Paper, which was put out for public consultation in September and October 2016.  The consultant team has now prepared options for the draft masterplan for the purposes of gaining community comment. 

This draft masterplan options paper is a working document that explains the process to develop the plan to date, provides a detailed analysis of the site, and articulates a range of options for improvements and management of activities at Hanging Rock.  Pros and cons of each option are explained.  The purpose of the proposed consultation period is to get feedback from relevant authorities, user and interest groups for Hanging Rock and the broader community on the various options.  During this period the Council and DELWP will also continue to work with the Traditional Owner groups to ensure all Aboriginal cultural aspects are appropriately reflected in the document. The final masterplan will then provide a clear direction for the future use and development of the site.

The consultation period is proposed to commence as soon as practicable following the Traditional Owners and the State Government indicating that they are satisfied with the document. A range of activities and notifications will then be undertaken to elicit community feedback on the options and a final masterplan will then be prepared and presented to Council for consideration.

Officer Recommendation: 
That Council endorses the draft “Hanging Rock Precinct Masterplan – Masterplan Options for Consultation, April 2017” paper to go out for public consultation, subject to final agreement from Traditional Owner groups and the State Government. 

It was moved by Cr Bleeck seconded by Cr Jukes that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED

9.35 pm Cr Gayfer returned to the meeting

Report No:
Report Title:



CX.3
Council Meeting cycle – Proposed arrangements for 2017-




2018 cycle and recording of Council Meetings

Synopsis:

Council last considered the meeting cycle in February 2016 when the following meeting cycle was endorsed for the period up until 30 June 2017.
With the exception of January and December, the monthly meeting cycle currently is structured as follows:

· First Wednesday – Councillor Briefings (Assembly of Councillors) if required 

· Second Wednesday – Councillor Briefings (Assembly of Councillors)

· Third Wednesday – Councillor Briefings (Assembly of Councillors) 

· Fourth Wednesday – Ordinary Council Meeting

The conduct of Ordinary Council Meetings for the next 12 months has been considered in the context of a clear desire of the current Council to introduce the recording of its Ordinary and Special Council Meetings. This report outlines the matters considered in this regard. 

In line with these considerations it is proposed that the meeting cycle for the period commencing 1 July 2017 through to 30 June 2018 be structured as follows: 

1. The first Wednesday of the month be used for Councillor Briefings (Assembly of Councillors) if required. 

2. The second Wednesday of the month be used for Councillor Briefings (Assembly of Councillors).

3. The third Wednesday of the month be used for Councillor Briefings (Assembly of Councillors) 

4. All Ordinary Council Meetings be held on the fourth Wednesday of the month with the following exception:

4.1 
The December 2017 and April 2018 Ordinary Council Meetings be held on the third Wednesday of the month


Officer Recommendation:

            That Council:
1. Confirm and adopt the Ordinary Council Meeting cycle for the period 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018, as detailed in this report specifically the meeting dates, starting times and venue.

2. Undertake the appropriate advertising of these meeting arrangements in the local media.

3. Confirm that all Ordinary and Special Council Meetings held at the Gisborne Administration Centre be visually and audibly recorded from 1 November 2017 or at a suitable time thereafter subject to:

a) funding being allocated in the 2017/18 budget for the acquisition of equipment to record Council Meetings and to facilitate the ‘live streaming’ of such recordings 

b) the adoption by Council at a Council Meeting of guidelines to govern the recording and ‘live streaming’ of Council Meetings at a meeting prior to the commencement of visually and audibly recording Council Meetings

4. Note that three (3) Community Forums will be held annually (one per Ward) at times and venues determined in consultation with Ward Councillors and that these forums be afternoon and evening sessions structured to achieve amongst other things:

· presentations by community groups 

· consultation on relevant issues

· site inspections and tours

· Councillor Briefings and

· Community networking and interaction 

It was moved by Cr Mees seconded by Cr Twaits  

That Council:
            1. Confirm and adopt the Ordinary Council Meeting cycle for the
                period 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018, as detailed in this report 
                specifically the meeting dates, starting times and venue.
      2.  Undertake the appropriate advertising of these meeting 

arrangements in the local media.

3.  Confirm that all Ordinary and Special Council Meetings held at the
     Gisborne Administration Centre be visually and audibly recorded 
     from 1 November 2017 or at a suitable time thereafter subject to:

a) funding being allocated in the 2017/18 budget for the acquisition of equipment to record Council Meetings and to facilitate the ‘live streaming’ of such recordings 

b) the adoption by Council at a Council Meeting of guidelines to govern the recording and ‘live streaming’ of Council Meetings at a meeting prior to the commencement of visually and audibly recording Council Meetings

4. Note that three (3) Community Forums will be held annually (one per Ward) at times and venues determined in consultation with Ward Councillors and that these forums be afternoon and evening sessions structured to achieve amongst other things:

· presentations by community groups 

· consultation on relevant issues

· site inspections and tours

· Councillor Briefings and

· Community networking and interaction 

5. Review the operation of the ‘live streaming’ arrangements in the final quarter of the 2017/18 financial year with a view to exploring the conduct of Council Meetings in alternative venues subject to the outcomes of the ‘ live streaming ‘ practice to that point, and any technical and budget issues.  

CARRIED

Note – The following four items were considered together due to their close connection and linkages.
Report No:
Report Title:



CX.4
Approval of Draft Council Plan for public exhibition

Synopsis:

The Council Plan 2017–2027 is the predominant planning and vision setting tool for this Council during its current term. The Local Government Act (Section 125) requires Councils to prepare and approve a Council Plan within a period of six months after each general election or by the next 30 June whichever is later. The Council Plan must include the strategic objectives of the Council, strategies for achieving the objectives for at least the next four years and strategic indicators for monitoring the achievement of the objectives.
The draft Council Plan presented has a defined term of ten years in recognition of the longer term strategic objectives that are articulated.

This report is presented to seek ‘in principle’ approval of the draft Council Plan 2017–2027 for the purposes of placing the plan on public exhibition.

The report provides a summary of the processes undertaken since the October 2016 elections and explains the stages of planning that have been undertaken to bring the draft Council Plan to this point. 


Officer Recommendation:

That Council:
1. That for the purposes of Section 125 of the Local Government Act, Council approves, for the purposes of public exhibition, the draft Council Plan 2017–2027 (incorporating the Municipal Public Health & Wellbeing Plan) as represented by:

1.1
The five Priority areas namely ‘Promote Health and Wellbeing’, ‘Protect the Natural Environment’, ‘Improve the Built Environment’, ‘Enhance the Social and Economic Environment’, and ‘Deliver Strong and Reliable Government’ and the defined priority topics and measures of our performance; and

1.2
The supporting Year One Action Plan 2017/2018.

2.  
That Council gives public notice of its intention to adopt the draft Council Plan 2017–2027.

3.  
Furthermore, that the public notice state that written submissions are invited (and will be considered in accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989). 

4. 
That the Draft be placed on public exhibition on Council's website and at the Council offices in Gisborne, Kyneton, Romsey and Woodend and remain on public display until Tuesday 30 May 2017.

5. 
That the period for interested persons within the community to provide Council with their feedback (that is making a written submission) closes at 11.00am on Tuesday 30 May 2017.

6. 
That submissions be provided to Councillors on Friday 2 June 2017 and that Council consider the submissions at a Special Council Meeting to be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 7 June 2017 in the Council Chamber of the Gisborne Administration Centre.

Report No:
Report Title:



CX.6
Approval of Mayoral and Councillor allowances for public 




display


Synopsis:

In accordance with section 74 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council must review and determine the level of Mayoral and Councillor Allowances at the first budget immediately after the holding of a general election.
The legislation governing Councillor Allowances and Expenses can be found under Part 4 of the Local Government Act 1989. There are lower and upper range limits and levels of allowance for Councils in three categories based on population and total revenue. Macedon Ranges attracts a Category 2 classification.
It is recommended that Council, as it has done in the past, set the mayoral and councillor Allowances at the Category 2 maximum and that submissions be invited pursuant to Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989. This process will be undertaken in conjunction with the exhibition of the Draft Budget, Strategic Resource Plan and Council Plan and any submissions will be considered at the Special Council Meeting on 7 June 2017.

Officer Recommendation:

1. 
That Council give public notice of its intention to set Allowances at the following level (incorporating annual increases) for the 2017/18, 2018/19, 2019/20 and 2020/21 financial years: 
• Mayoral Allowance - $83,790.50 per annum
• Councillor Allowances - $27079.35 per annum
2. Furthermore, that the public notice state that written submissions are invited (and will be considered in accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act). 
3. That the period for interested persons within the community to provide Council with their feedback (that is making a written submission) closes at 11.00 am on Tuesday 30 May 2017. 
4. 
That the submissions be provided to Councillors on Friday 2 June 2017 and that Council consider the submissions at a Special Council Meeting to be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 7 June 2017 in the Council Chamber of the Gisborne Administration Centre.


Report No:  
Report Title: 


CS.5

Draft Strategic Resource Plan 2017/18

Synopsis:
1.
Purpose of the Strategic Resource Plan

Section 126 of the Local Government Act requires councils in Victoria to adopt a strategic resource plan each year. In 2014, the Victorian Government published the Better Practice Guide to Local Government Planning and Reporting. The Guide states that “the strategic resource plan is the key medium-term financial plan produced by councils, on a rolling basis, that summarises the resourcing forecasts for at least four years...it summarises the financial and non-financial resources required to achieve the strategic objectives and strategies in the council plan and expresses these through financial statements…and it should also describe the key assumptions underlying the forecasts”.
2.
Legislative Requirements

The Local Government (Performance Reporting and Accountability) Act 2014 was approved by the Victorian Parliament in February 2014. Furthermore, the Local Government (Planning and Reporting) Regulations 2014 became operational in April 2014. The draft Strategic Resource Plan complements the Council Plan and it has been written in a manner that ensures Council meets it legal obligations.

3.
Public Display and Inviting Submissions

It is recommended that the draft Strategic Resource Plan be placed on public display and submissions be invited in accordance with section 223 of the Local Government Act. 

Officer Recommendation:

1. That Council approves the Draft Strategic Resource Plan 2017/18 [the Draft] for the purposes of public display; 

2.
That the Draft be placed on public display on Council's website and at the Council offices in Gisborne, Kyneton, Romsey and Woodend on Tuesday 2 May 2017 and remain on public display until Tuesday 30 May 2017. 

3.
That a public notice be placed in the local newspapers advising that the Draft is on public display and written submissions are invited (and will be considered in accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act).

4. 
That, whilst the Draft is on public display, Councillors and Officers be available for discussion, by mutual agreement and prior arrangement, with Ratepayers, Residents, community groups and local businesses, both within and outside normal business hours. 

5.
That the period for any person to make a written submission closes at 11.00am on 30 May 2017.

6.
That an Agenda for a Special Council meeting to be held on 7 June 2017 be distributed to Councillors on 2 June 2017 and all submissions received by 11.00am on 30 May 2017 be attached to the Agenda. 

7.
That a Special Council Meeting be held at 7.00pm on 7 June 2017 in the Council Chamber of the Gisborne Administration Centre to hear any person who wishes to make a verbal presentation in support of their submission.

8.
That a report and recommendations be presented to the Council Meeting on 21 June 2017 to enable Council to consider submissions and to adopt the Strategic Resource Plan, with or without amendment. 

9.
That Leon den Dryver, Manager Finance and John Hausler, Director Corporate Services be authorised to carry out the administrative procedures necessary to enable Council to carry out its functions under the Local Government Act 1989.

Report No:  
Report Title: 


CS.6

Draft Budget Report 2017/18

Synopsis:
1.
Purpose of the Budget Report

Section 127 of the Local Government Act requires councils in Victoria to prepare a budget for each financial year. In 2014, the Victorian Government published the Better Practice Guide to Local Government Planning and Reporting. The Guide states that “the budget is a short-term plan which specifies the resources required to fund a council’s services and initiatives over the next 12 months...At the strategic level, the budget details how the services and initiatives to be funded will contribute to the achievement of the strategic objectives in the council plan...At the operational level it should express the funding of services and initiatives through financial statements”.  

2.
Legislative Requirements

The Local Government (Performance Reporting and Accountability) Act 2014 was approved by the Victorian Parliament in February 2014. Furthermore, the Local Government (Planning and Reporting) Regulations 2014 became operational in April 2014. The draft Budget Report 2017/18 has been written in a manner that ensures Council meets it legal obligations. 

3.
Public Display and Inviting Submissions

The first phase of preparation of the draft Budget Report involved three Councillor Workshops. The next phase involves public display and inviting submissions in accordance with sections 129 and 223 of the Local Government Act. 

4.
Officer Recommendations

The Recommendations are shown on the following pages in three parts. Part A deals with the approval of the Draft Budget Report for public display. Part B deals with the Declaration of Rates and Charges and Part C deals with the Application of Differential Rates.

5.
Budget Context

The Budget contains a continuation of high quality works and services with a balance of social, environmental and financial factors considered in conjunction with the extensive community and Councillor input to the capital works and new initiatives in the Draft Budget. Significant walking/cycling links (footpaths), built environment efficiencies (solar and other improvements) and planning for sustainable future generations is included in the Draft Budget. All existing works and services continue and the only possible borrowing is to upgrade the Saleyards (subject to a Federal Government dollar for dollar grant), all within a 2% rate increase.

Officer Recommendation:

PART A - APPROVAL OF DRAFT BUDGET REPORT FOR PUBLIC DISPLAY

A1.
That, for the purposes of Sections 127 and 129 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council approves, the Draft Budget Report 2017/18 [the Draft] for the purposes of public display.

A2.
That the Draft be placed on public display on Council's website and at the Council Offices in Gisborne, Kyneton, Romsey and Woodend on 2 May 2017 and remain on public display until 30 May 2017. 

A3.
That a public notice be placed in the local newspapers advising that the Draft is on public display and written submissions are invited (and will be considered in accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act). 

A4. 
That, whilst the Draft is on public display, Councillors and Officers be available for discussion, by mutual agreement and prior arrangement, with Ratepayers, Residents, community groups and local businesses, both within and outside normal business hours. 
A5.
That the period for any person to make a written submission shall close at 11.00am on Tuesday 30 May 2017.

A6.
That an Agenda for a Special Council Meeting to be held on 7 June 2017 be distributed to Councillors on 2 June 2017 and all submissions received by 11am on 30 May 2017 be attached to the Agenda. 

A7.
That a Special Council Meeting be held at 7.00pm on 7 June 2017 in the Council Chamber of the Gisborne Administration Centre to hear any person who wishes to make a verbal presentation in support of their submission.

A8.
That a report and recommendations be presented to the Council Meeting on 21 June 2017 to enable Council to consider submissions and to adopt the Budget, with or without amendment. 

A9.
That Leon den Dryver, Manager Finance and John Hausler, Director Corporate Services be authorised to carry out the administrative procedures necessary to enable Council to carry out its functions under the Local Government Act 1989.

PART B - DECLARATION OF RATES AND CHARGES

That for the period 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018 and in accordance with Sections 158, 159, 162, 167, 169 and 172 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council hereby declares:

B1.
That the amount intended to be raised by rates, the municipal charge and various waste charges will be $45,138,732.
B2.
That the valuation system to be used for rating purposes will be the Capital Improved Value.

B3.
That five Differential Rates on the Capital Improved Value of rateable land will be applied as follows – 

1. General Rate of 0.2951 cents in the dollar.

2. Agricultural Land Rate of 0.2360 cents in the dollar.

3. Commercial/Industrial Rate of 0.3541 cents in the dollar.

4. Recreational Land Rate of 0.1475 cents in the dollar.

5. Not for Profit Housing Rate of 0.1475 cents in the dollar.

B4.
That rates will be separately levied in respect of each portion of rateable land for which the Council has a separate valuation and each rate will be determined by multiplying the Capital Improved Value of each portion of land by the applicable cents in the dollar according to the use of the land or if the land is unused according to the zoning of the land under the planning scheme.

B5.
That a municipal charge of $212 will be levied on each portion of rateable land – unless that land is exempt.

B6.
That an annual service charge of $273 will be levied for the collection and disposal of garbage and for the collection and sorting of recyclable materials in respect of premises to which the service is available - whether or not the owner or occupier of any such premises avails himself or herself of the service. If the owner or occupier requires and is able to be supplied with additional bin(s), the additional bin(s) will be charged as follows: 
1. Additional Garbage Bin $182 per bin

2. Additional Recycle Bin $91 per bin.

B7.
That an annual service charge will be levied for the collection and disposal of garden waste. The charge will be declared at $63 for all premises within the designated collection district except for a premise, for which the Ratepayer is entitled to and has been granted a pension concession, the charge will be $31.50.

B8.
That a rebate will be provided to areas of high environmental significance that are registered by the Trust for Nature.  The rebate will be calculated on the proportion of the land, which is subject to the covenant, applied to the Site Value of the land. 

B9.
That it be noted the Victorian Environment Protection Amendment (Landfill Levies) Act 2011 (which came into operation on 1 July 2011) requires Council to collect the Environment Protection Authority Landfill Levy (EPA Levy). The EPA Levy equates to $29 per garbage bin and in 2017/18. This is the amount that will be shown separately on each Rate Notice – in those instances where the Ratepayer has a garbage bin. If the Ratepayer has two garbage bins they will be charged $58 and so on. Local councils throughout Victoria are required to collect the EPA Levy on behalf of the Victorian State Government and because it does not form part of Council's revenue, it is shown separately on Council's Rate Notice.

B10.
That the rates and charges will be levied by sending rate notices to the persons who are liable to pay them.

B11.
That the rates and charges will be payable by four equal instalments on the date fixed by the Minister for Local Government, that is: 


30 September, 2017


30 November, 2017


28 February, 2018


31 May, 2018

B12.
That penalty interest will be payable on rates and charges that have not been paid by the due date and the penalty interest will be calculated at the rate fixed under Section 2 of the Penalty Interest Act 1983. 

PART C - DIFFERENTIAL RATES

That for the period 1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018 Council considers that Differential Rates will contribute to the equitable and efficient carrying out of its functions and therefore declares:

C1.
In accordance with Section 161 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council specifies the following objectives and characteristics in relation to the General Rate:

1.
The types and classes of land to which the rate applies is all rateable land other than agricultural land, recreational land, commercial/industrial land and land used by Not for Profit Organisations to provide low-income residential housing;

2.
The Differential Rate is considered fair and equitable having regarded:

(a)
The amount of revenue required to be raised is in accordance with the Council Plan, Strategic Resource Plan and Budget;

(b)
The range of infrastructure, physical services, health services and community services available to the owners and occupiers of residential and vacant land.

C2.
In accordance with Section 161 of the Local Government Act 1989 Council specifies the following objectives and characteristics in relation to the Agricultural Land Rate:

1. The types and classes of land to which the rate applies is agricultural land which means any rateable land defined as farm land under Section 2 of the Valuation of Land Act 1960 on the condition that the owner or occupier of the land is a person carrying on the activities defined by the Valuation of Land Act 1960, who is regarded as a Primary Producer by the Australian Taxation Office.

2.
The Differential Rate is considered fair and equitable having regarded:

(a)
The amount of revenue required to be raised is in accordance with the Council Plan, Strategic Resource Plan and Budget;

(b)
The range of infrastructure, physical services, health services and community services available to the owners and occupiers of agricultural land;

(c)
The restrictions upon the use and development of agricultural land in the Planning Scheme; 

(d)
The need to encourage the retention of viable agricultural land for agricultural purposes.

C3.
In accordance with Section 161 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council specifies the following objectives and characteristics in relation to the Commercial/Industrial Rate:

1.
The types and classes of land to which the rate will apply is all rateable land which is not agricultural land and which is used predominantly for carrying on one or more of the following activities for the purpose of generating income – commercial, industrial, business, wholesale trade, retail trade,  manufacturing, professional or administrative and; 

2.
The Differential Rate is considered fair and equitable having regarded:

(a)
The amount of revenue required to be raised in accordance with the Council Plan, Strategic Resource Plan and Budget;

(b)
The range of infrastructure, physical services (including car parking, street lighting and street cleaning) and facilities available to the owners and occupiers of land described in paragraph 1. 
C4.
In accordance with Section 161 of the Local Government Act 1989, Council specifies the following objectives and characteristics in relation to the Not for Profit Housing Rate:

1.
The types and classes of land to which the rate will apply are properties containing low-income residential housing owned and/or managed by a volunteer, charitable or not-for-profit organisation for which the organisation is responsible for the payment of rates and for which a State Government pension concession is not claimed.

2.
The Differential Rate is considered as fair and equitable having regarded:

(a)
The amount of revenue required to be raised is in accordance with the Council Plan, Strategic Resource Plan and Budget;

(b)
The public service that volunteer, charitable or not-for-profit organisations are delivering to the community by providing low-income residential housing.

C5.
In accordance with Section 2 of the Cultural and Recreational Lands Act 1963, Council declares all rateable Cultural and Recreational Land at 50% of the General Rate. 

It was moved by Cr Mees seconded by Cr Radnedge that the Officer Recommendations in relation to 

Item CX.4 Approval of Draft Council Plan for public exhibition
Item CX.6 Approval of Mayoral and Councillor Allowances for public

display
Item CS.5 Draft Strategic Resource Plan 2017 / 18
Item CS.6 Draft Budget Report 2017 / 18 
be adopted. 


CARRIED

Report No:
Report Title:



CX.5
Small Community Grant Scheme – Consideration of grant 




applications


Synopsis:

Council at its March 2013 Ordinary Council Meeting endorsed the guidelines which govern the Small Community Grant Scheme.

Not-for-profit community groups can apply for small financial donations via this scheme. Applications are evaluated and presented to Council as they are received.

The grants are offered to assist projects/initiatives that are unlikely to be funded through existing funding schemes. Applications can be made at any time of year and generally are processed within 3–4 weeks.

Cr Twaits noted that whilst he had previously declared a conflict of interest in relation to this item specifically the proposed allocation to the Rotary Club of Gisborne due to his membership of the club he had clarified his position and advised Council that he did not in fact have a conflict of interest to declare.


Officer Recommendation:

That Council endorse the following applications for funding:

a. RM Begg Kyneton Aged Care—registration fee for local Melbourne Food & Wine Festival event: $600

b. Macedon Ranges Health—Gisborne Community Kitchen: $500

c. Mike, Garnett, Kyneton RSL—plaque for Lighthorse statue: $500

d. Macedon Ranges Over Sixties Cricket Club—club uniforms: $500

e. Woodend Senior Citizens and Macedon Ranges Film Society—chairs for Woodend Community Centre: $1,375

f. Rotary Club of Gisborne—football scholarships: $500

It was moved by Cr West seconded by Cr Pearce that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED

12.
CORPORATE SERVICES REPORTS:


Report No:
Report Title:



CS.1
Contracts to be awarded as at 26 April 2017

Synopsis:
Council’s delegated authority to its officers to award a contract is controlled by the financial value of the contract. The various financial limits of the authority are specified in Appendix 1 of the Procurement Policy. 

The following report indicates whether or not delegated authority to award the contract is expected to exist. It also presents Council with the opportunity to (a) specifically grant delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer and (b) specifically review delegated authority in any instance where Council deems it appropriate.
Officer Recommendation:

That Council notes that the following contracts will be awarded by Council officers under delegated authority: 

· C17.863 Supply Panel Bridge Maintenance
It was moved by Cr Gayfer seconded by Cr Twaits that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 
CARRIED


Report No:  
Report Title: 


CS.2

Fees and Charges Policy 2017
Synopsis: 
Council first developed a Fees and Charges policy in 2013. The policy provides guidance to officers regarding setting fees and charges in consideration of: 

· Community expectations; 

· Providing value for money; 

· Government policy and Council‘s legislative obligations; and 

· Balancing affordability and access to Council services with cost and quality of those services. 

Council adopted its current Policy in October 2013, during the 2013/14 financial year. 

During the 2016/17 review of the Policy, it was determined that the Policy needed to be updated. The updated Fees and Charges Policy 2017 is now attached. 

Officer Recommendation:

That Council adopts the Fees and Charges Policy 2017, as attached. 

It was moved by Cr Twaits seconded by Cr Gayfer that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 


CARRIED


Report No:  
Report Title: 


CS.3

Report from the Audit Committee meeting held on 5 April 




2017
Synopsis:

The most recent Audit Committee meeting was held on 5 April 2017 and the Minutes from that meeting have been distributed to all Councillors. 

The meeting discussed a number of different matters including the rolling internal audit program, the Local Laws, Infringements and Enforcement Internal Audit and the proposed items for the 2017/18 – 2019/20 Strategic Audit Plan.  

This was the first meeting of the new independent members of the Audit Committee. Brian Collins has been appointed Chairperson until 31 December 2017.

Officer Recommendation:

That Council note the report together with the minutes from the Audit Committee meeting held on 5 April 2017. 
It was moved by Cr Jukes seconded by Cr Mees that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 


CARRIED


The Mayor sought leave of Council to briefly comment on this item.


Leave was granted.

The Mayor made reference to the Local Laws Internal Audit and explained the reasons why the Audit Advisory Committee had not accepted one recommendation from the Audit.


Report No:  
Report Title: 


CS.4

Quarterly Report for the period ended 31 March 2017
Synopsis:


The Quarterly Report for the period ended 31 March 2017 is presented for Council’s consideration and information.  This report includes the following:

Section 1
-
Financial statements and other financial information 


Section 2
-
Progress on Council Plan actions


Section 3
-
Capital works program status  

Section 5
-
Customer requests and telephone reports

Section 6
-    
Councillor support expenditure

The Quarterly Report shows that for the period ended 31 March 2017, Council’s financial performance was close to budget and its projects are being delivered. Council Plan actions are tracking well to targets. Some capital works projects are slightly behind schedule but it is expected that they will be close to target by the end of the financial year. 

Officer Recommendation:

That Council note the Quarterly Report for the period ended 31 March 2017.
It was moved by Cr Jukes seconded by Cr Pearce that the Officer Recommendation be adopted.
CARRIED

13. COMMUNITY WELLBEING REPORTS:
Dealt with earlier in the meeting
14. ASSETS AND OPERATIONS REPORTS:

Report No:
Report Title:

AO.1

Green waste management in Malmsbury

Synopsis:
This report is in response to a Council resolution moved at its meeting Wednesday 26 August 2015 to monitor green waste management practices within the township of Malmsbury and report back to Council.  This resolution resulted from a report received by Council at the same meeting that presented survey results from a majority of respondents of Malmsbury residents opting not to introduce a kerbside green waste collection service in 2015. 

Officers have recently re-surveyed the residents within the township of Malmsbury, to ascertain the desire of the community for providing a kerbside green waste collection service.   

Again the majority of the survey respondents opposed the introduction of the green waste service and it is considered appropriate not to introduce the service in Malmsbury at this point in time.


Officer Recommendation:

That Council: 

1. Does not introduce green waste collection service in Malmsbury at this point of time in line with community feedback; and
2. Continues to work with residents of Malmsbury for alternate green waste management options.
It was moved by Cr Jukes seconded by Cr Anderson that the Officer Recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED


The Mayor sought leave of Council to briefly comment on this item.


Leave was granted.


The Mayor made reference to the strong compliance with appropriate waste management practices in Malmsbury and noted that Council would continue to work with the Malmsbury community to further improve these practices.
15.
NOTICES OF MOTION
Nil
16.
URGENT AND OTHER BUSINESS

   
Nil
17.
CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS


Nil
Closure of Meeting


The meeting closed at 9.49 pm


Councillor Jennifer Anderson
Mayor
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